Sin mar a chuala mise e!
Litir Naidheachd - Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce
Fàilte do Litir Naidheachd ar sgoile. | Welcome to our school newsletter
An t-Sultain 2021 | September 2021
I’m sure you all know that in Gaelic we have a lot of ‘idiom’, which is really a
phrase or sentence that doesn’t translate literally, and adds richness to the
language. They’re often very expressive and entertaining. I’ve ‘re-branded’ our newsletter to ‘That’s
how I heard it, anyway! – I hope the newsletter will help you to speak with your child about what
happens in our school, and support you in being a bigger part of your child’s learning.
Seanfhacal na Mìos | Saying of the Month
In this edition, Mrs Flora MacPhail, Early Years Practitioner in the Sgoil-àraich has shared her favourite
saying with us…
‘An rud a chì na big’, ‘s e nì na big’; an rud a chluinneas iad, ‘s e chanas iad.’
Mrs MacPhail remembers her Mum and her Granny using this phrase while she was growing up. It’s
certainly a great one for Gaelic medium education – where it’s really true that what the children hear
in Gaelic is what they will go on to say!

Fàilte | Welcome
It’s been a pleasure to welcome our children back to school and I hope everyone has enjoyed their first
half term at Taobh na Pàirce. A special welcome to our new Clas 1 cohort who have settled in so well.
It’s a pleasure to get to know you and your families and see how well you are getting on a school.
On a personal note, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my first few weeks as your Headteacher; it’s a privilege to
work with our young people and thank you all for your support, encouragement and positivity so far.
We’ve been lucky to have great weather, meaning lots of classes have been able to take their learning
outside into the fresh air. I’m settling into my new upstairs office and I’ve had a few wee guests along
to check out its slightly new look; my door is always open to any children who would like to show me
their learning or share any wider achievements from outside school with me.
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I hope you will enjoy our newsletters which will give you a wee flavour of what happens on a day to day
basis in our school and also some important updates.
As ever, if there is anything you wish to discuss with us about any aspect of your child’s time at Taobh
na Pàirce, your key contacts are as follows;
Sgoil-àraich, Clas 1, Clas 2 and Clas 3 – Mrs K. Reid, Depute Headteacher
Clas 4, Clas 5 and Clas 6 – Mrs L. Young, Depute Headteacher
Clas 7 – Ms I. Brown, Headteacher
Please contact the office in the first instance – admin@taobhnapairce.edin.sch.uk and our team will
forward your details to the right person to help you.

Fiosrachadh Sgoile | Whole School Updates
Coinnich ris an Tidsear | Meet the Teacher
Due to ongoing Covid mitigations we have been unable to run Meet the Teacher in the way that we
used to, which gave us the opportunity to welcome our families into our school, show you the place
that your child learns and meet their teachers. As last session, we have created ‘Meet the Teacher’
videos which are posted to our school blog. We hope you will find these helpful. Alongside the videos
are ‘what we are learning in class’, or ‘termly overviews’ which give information on the areas of the
curriculum and topics being covered until the October break. The videos and the termly overviews are
all posted to our school blog; please let us know if you have any problems accessing them and we will
be happy to support.

Covid-19 Fiosrachadh Ùr | Covid-19 Update
We continue to see cases at Taobh na Pàirce, and we keep you up to date with this in line with City of
Edinburgh Council policy and the sharing of the NHS Lothian Warn and Inform Letter. Please continue
to support us in keeping our school as safe as possible by following the mitigations in place.
If someone in your household has symptoms of Covid or has had a positive Covid test, everyone in the
household should self-isolate until they receive a negative PCR test. If we send a child home with
symptoms all other children in the household must be sent home too. If we have two or more Covid
“linked cases”, this is classed as an “outbreak” and we will refresh our risk assessment and may have to
introduce additional Covid measures, such as restoring class bubbles in school to
further reduce the number of contacts we each have in school, in line with City of Edinburgh Council
policy. As previously shared, the decision was taken to re-introduce some of our previous mitigations
and this remains for now although we really do hope that this will be a temporary arrangement.

Deuchainnean Covid – Fios thugainn | Reporting Positive Test Results
When you report a positive PCR test to school, we need the following information. If this is not provided
in the initial notification, we will ask for this during the telephone call or by return email.
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First and Last Name of child
Date of Birth
Class
Date positive test was confirmed
LFD test or PCR test
Symptom onset date
Infectious period start date
Last date in School
Once we have the necessary information this will be passed on to City of Edinburgh Covid Case
Managament and we will will issue the new “Warn and Inform” letters from NHS Lothian to families
and staff.

Fàilte Mhòr agus Mar sin leibh | Hellos and Goodbyes
Fàilte chridheil dhan sgioba againn… | A warm welcome to our team…
Luchd-teagaisg | Teaching Staff
Ms Rachel MacDougall – Class Teacher for Clas 3D this session
Ms Caitlin McKay – Class Teacher for Clas 5A for this session
Ms Catriona Campbell – Covering reduced class contact time for some classes; focusing on Expressive
Arts
Mrs Louise Wilkinson – Support for Learning Teacher (Part time; English medium)
Mrs S. Moore (Formerly Hoy) – Principal Teacher for Expressive Arts.
When Ms Hoy returns from her maternity leave she will take up the post of Principal Teacher for
Expressive Arts.
Mrs F. MacKintosh – Acting Principal Teacher for Expressive Arts. I am delighted that Mrs MacKintosh
will take forward Expressive Arts at Taobh na Pairce while Mrs Moore is on maternity leave.
Mrs Elizabeth-Anne Croall – Welcome back following maternity leave, Mrs Croall!
Luchd Obrach Taic do Sgoilearan | Pupil Support Assistants
Ms. Anne Eunson
Ms. Bethan Sexton
Mr. Macaulay Lock (Commencing September)
Sgioba na Sgoil Àraich | Sgoil Àraich Team
Mr Antonio Rusciano joins us on a supply basis while we recruit for a new Early Years Practitioner. The
latest advert has now closed and we will keep you updated with any progress.
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Oileanaich Teagaisg – Oilthigh Dhùn Èideann - Student Teachers – University of Edinburgh
A warm welcome to Ms MacAulay, Ms Mackinnon and Ms McCredie who join us this year on placement
from the University of Edinburgh. They will work in a range of classes but have been mainly working
with Clas 3B, Clas 4G and Clas 6S this term and will continue to work with them during the rest of term
1 and term 2.

Fastadh | Recruitment
We are currently recruiting for a Clàrsach Instructor (Part Time); please spread the word!
https://myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/city-edinburgh-council/jobs/music-instructor-clarsach-bunsgoil-taobh-na-pairce-234856
We will shortly be recruiting for a Pupil Support Assistant and a part time teacher to work in partnership
with the team to support the development of children’s Gaelic language skills. This is part of our work
to support our children following the Covid-19 pandemic. This is an additional post which is funded
through Covid recovery funding allocated to local authorities from the Scottish Government.

Cùrsa Bogaidh na Gàidhlig | Gaelic Immersion Course
Ms Yvonne Bloomer is about to commence a year’s study in Gaelic Immersion with the University of
Glasgow. We are delighted that we have been able to release Ms Bloomer to take up this year long
professional learning opportunity.
Ms Bloomer will still be a well-known face around our school before and after the academic year, and
will work in school on a community based project as part of her studies. We can’t wait to hear how Ms
Bloomer gets on and look forward to working with her to plan a project to benefit our school.

We are fortunate to have had Ms Petrea Cooney working across GME in Edinburgh prior to her
commencing her academic studies on the above Gaelic Immersion Course. Ms Cooney has been
working with our Primary 4-7 on music taster sessions on a Thursday and a Friday prior to the
September long weekend.
Many thanks to Ms Bethan Owen, Quality Improvement in Education Officer with responsibility for
Gaelic, for supporting these professional learning opportunities.

Compàirteachas | Partnerships
Comunn na Gàidhlig – Màiri MacPhail
We are delighted to be able to welcome Màiri MacPhail, Gaelic Development Officer at Comunn na
Gàidhlig, back to Taobh na Pàirce. Mairi is a well known face at Taobh na Pàirce; she herself is a former
pupil of Gaelic medium education in Edinburgh and knows our children well through her work as Pupil
Support Assistant and Clerical Assistant. Màiri will be working between primary and secondary GME
settings to promote the language in a fun and enjoyable way, outside the classroom environment. Màiri
will initially work with small groups of children in targeted year groups and will run a supported lunch
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break session on two days per week. Mrs Reid, Mrs Young and Ms Brown are working closely with class
teachers to identify the children who will initially benefit from this opportunity.

Cothroman Coileanaidh Pearsanta – Glòir-mhiann agus Sar-mhathais | Opportunities for Personal
Achievement – Ambition and Excellence
Something which parents have raised previously, when engaging with reflection around our school
values, is that many of you would like to see further promotion of ‘Ambition and Excellence’ as one of
our values. It is very important to me, as Headteacher, that our children are encouraged to do their
very best and that their efforts are celebrated and acknowledged.
Last session, our classes enjoyed their efforts to speak Gàidhlig and use their language skills were
celebrated through our Gaisgeach na Gàidhlig award in C 1-3 and Gàidhlig Ghasta award in C4-7; we
will continue this this session. Additionally, we will be introducing two other opportunities for
personal achievement at Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce.
Am Bòrd Òir | Gold Board
A beautiful golden board is going to appear on the large board at the bottom of our staircase and will
become a space for celebrating outstanding pieces of work from each class. Each class teacher will
select a new piece of work, from across the curriculum, to display on the gold board, recognising the
children’s achievements. You will receive a letter from me to let you know that your child has a piece
of work displayed on the board, marking their achievement. When the times we are living in allow, I
will be able to extend an invitation to you to view your child’s piece of work on the golden board and
celebrate their achievement with them.

Duais an Luchd Taic | Support Staff Award
In our school, it is important that we are all respected. Two weeks ago, I challenged our Clas 4-7 learners
to create a logo for our new support staff award. All of the support staff in our school will have a
number of awards per week to award to learners who are upholding our school values, focusing initially
on respect and self-respect, teamwork and community.
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The winner of the logo competition was Betsy, C7, who created this beautiful design. Our support staff
will be ready to award these certificates after the long weekend and I can’t wait to hear all of the
wonderful reasons for which they are awarded.

Èideadh Sgoile | Uniform
At Taobh na Pàirce we are always striving to improve and make our school the best it can possibly be;
part of this is our uniform. It is important that the image we promote matches our high expectations
and ambitions. With this in mind, families are asked to co-operate with the school in encouraging the
wearing of the school uniform; recently some items which are not part of our agreed school uniform
have been creeping into school, including jeans and some colourful jumpers, which are not part of the
agreed school uniform. The school uniform was created in consultation with parents, pupils and staff
on the opening of Taobh na Pàirce. It incorporates a range of popular items of dress, e.g. sweatshirts,
polo shirts. Wearing school uniform contributes to a positive school ethos. We aim for our pupils to
be comfortable and warm and hope that the uniforms can be cared for easily. Most items can be
purchased in a wide range of outlets. Our uniform menu is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

White Polo Shirt or Shirt
Navy Sweatshirt (Clas 1-6)
Turquoise Hooded Top (Clas 7 only)
Navy jumper or Cardigan
Navy or Grey Trousers, Shorts, Pinafore or Skirt
Blue Gingham Dress
Holyrood Tartan Kilted Skirt
Holyrood Tartan Tie
Navy or White Tights, Socks

Please note that this is a menu of options and that any combination of the above is acceptable.
Thanks to our Parent Council for arranging the sale of ‘pre-loved’ uniform. We have a range of uniform
items ‘in stock’ and would be delighted to provide anyone who requires uniform with any items they
require. Please let us know if you require anything at all – we are happy to help. Please contact Mrs
Reid, Mrs Young or myself in the first instance and we will be more than happy to help you.
In addition, please make sure that you claim your entitlement to free school meals if you think you
would meet the criteria – even if your child is in a class who is automatically entitled to this, currently
Clas 1 to Clas 4. Applying for free school meals ensures that you receive payment for lunches during
school holidays, milk and a school clothing grant to help buy school clothes for eligible families. All the
information you need can be found at https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/food-clothing/free-schoolmeals-school-clothing-grants
If you have any problems please let us know and we will be happy to help; please contact
admin@taobhnpairce.edin.sch.uk in the first instance.

Labelling Uniform
Please note that all uniform should be clearly labelled with full name and class– if an item has a name
on it we will make every effort return it to its owner, but we have a large number of items without
names. In a school of over 400 children it is impossible to return items to children if they are not clearly
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labelled. If you have picked up some pre-loved uniform please ensure you label it with its ‘new name.’
Thank you very much in anticipation of your support.

Obair Dachaigh | Homework
Following the September long weekend, class teachers will issue weekly reading and spelling
homework from C2-C7. C1 will not yet engage with reading and spelling homework – this is issued
further into the year at this stage.
Homework Mats will be issued in Term 2 and Term 3, with a focus on opportunities for family
learning, as was agreed following parental consultation.
Homework is something that we will be consulting on again this session to allow us to refresh our
approach but we will follow the previous agreement for the moment.

Obair Dachaigh Teaghlaich |‘Family Homework’
As part of our commitment to continuous improvement, and to allow me as your new Headteacher,
to prioritise and plan for improvement, I will be issuing a questionnaire to all families which seeks
your views on the experience you have had of your child’s experience at Taobh na Pàirce to date. It is
important that you answer honestly to allow us to make improvements where required and that you
include your name to allow me to follow up where more information is required to support me in
making the improvements needed.
Additionally, you will see that I have set you some ‘family homework’ – I would like to hear your
views, as a family, on what you would like to ‘Keep, Start, Stop’ at Taobh na Pàirce; I’m afraid covid
mitigations aren’t currently part of the options for this, but I would appreciate if you could consider as
a family the things you love most about Taobh na Pàirce, the things you would like to see being
implemented and the things you feel no longer serve us as a school community
All of the information that we gather will allow us to plan how we take our school forward over the
next few years to make our school the best it can possibly be for us all to learn and work together as a
community.
Please see ParentMail to access the questionnaire and family homework; I look forward to hearing
your views!

School Renewal Planning
Equalities
School Renewal Plans will soon be shared with families in full. As part of this year’s focus Mrs
MacKintosh, School Equalities Coordinator, will be seeking to work with our children, families and
staff to identify our priorities for the year. Black History Month will be a focus in October, and as part
of this we will have a whole school day with a variety of learning opportunities - ‘Show Racism the Red
Card’. Mrs MacKintosh will update us very soon with further details. Thank you Mrs MacKintosh for
leading on this important work.
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Naidheachdan bho Chlasaichean | Class News
Please find a small selection of information on what our classes have been learning since their return
to school in August. More information for each class can be found on our school website; class
teachers update their blog each week in partnership with their learners and share what they have
been learning in class on that week. Blogs are updated for a Friday afternoon on a weekly basis.
Please take a look at http://www.taobhnapairce.edin.sch.uk/

Sgoil Àraich
The sgoil àraich children have been enjoying singing with us again. They are doing well learning the
songs and a lot of parents have been commenting on how their children are singing Gaelic songs at
home which is great. Also we are working on the Freum Cànan - Tràth ìre and have been focussing
on ‘Dè an t-ainm a tha ort?’(What is your name?)...Is mise (My name is…) and Ciamar a tha thu?
(How are you?)....Tha gu math, tapadh leat (I’m well, thank you) and the children are doing well with
this.
Ms MacKinnon, Early Years Officer

Clas 3
Clas 3 have enjoyed creating some beautiful artwork, having some
fun with the world we are currently living in. They have also been
enjoying improving their basketball skills with our new basketball
hoop in the Bonnington Road playground. See below action
shot! Abair sgilean!

This is only a small taste of what is shared on our class blogs – please do check them out!
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Dùbhlan Matamataigeach na h-Alba | Scottish Mathematical Challenge
A reminder from Dr. Jones that entries for the Scottish Mathematical Challenge are due by
Wednesday 6th October at 12 noon. If you are in Clas 5, Clas 6 or Clas 7 and wish to enter please
speak to your class teacher who will be happy to help!

Sin e bhuamsa | Over and out…
Wishing you a lovely long weekend and see you all back at school on Tuesday 21st September at
8:55am. And I promise that all my newsletters won’t be so long!
Le gach deagh dhùrachd,
Iona Brown
Headteacher

Leabhar Latha | Diary Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Monday 20th September 2021- school closed for September holiday (one day)
All resume Tuesday 21st September 2021
Tuesday 21st September 2021; Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce Parent Council Meeting via
Microsoft Teams; 7:15pm - all welcome
Friday 15th October – Show Racism the Red Car – School Focus Day
October Week - School closes Friday 15th October 2021 at normal times
Monday 18th to Friday 22nd October 2021- school closed for October break
Staff resume Monday 25 October 2021 Schools closed for children- staff only
day.
Pupils resume Tuesday 26 October 2021
Parent Consultations; 4th November (Thursday) and 5th November 2021 (Friday) –
unfortunately we are not currently able to run these in person but we will make alternative
arrangements as last session and further detail will be shared
Tuesday 30th November 2021 – Flu Vaccines
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